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Basic facts about Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes
broken down by Unitary

This report provides a summary of the latest available information on the demographic and
socio-economic make-up of the 4 unitaries in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes. It looks at
the population structure and provides information on the economic, housing and educational
achievement of each unitary. 

This sample report is one of a series of reports available from the Local Government Association’s
LG Inform Plus service. Other free reports include demographic and economic profiles of
individual unitaries and health and wellbeing profiles which enable a side by side comparison of
all unitary(ies) in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes.

With a subscription to LG Inform Plus there are many more reports about your area available to
you. You can also see detailed maps, charts, tables and reports about any of nearly 1500 metric
types from the LG Inform Plus database showing information about as the population, health,
economy and facilities in your area (and much more). 

A subscription also allows you to create your own tables, charts and maps for unitary(ies) and
other areas within your authority's boundary, or build a custom area report using the full set of
national and local data stored in our database, as well as giving you access to many other useful
tools. 

To find out more about our service please telephone 020 7664 3001 or email:
lginformplus@local.gov.uk.

http://source.reports.esd.org.uk/search?includesText=population&metricOption=176
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Geography and population

Here is a breakdown of Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes giving the area, population size
and gender split of each unitary. 

The total area of Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes integrated care system is 154,405.31
hectares. The unitary with the largest area is Central Bedfordshire, representing 46.35% of the
total area of all Unitaries in the integrated care system.

The most densely populated unitary in 2020 was Luton with 49.25 persons per hectare, the least
densely populated unitary was Bedford Borough with 3.67 persons per hectare.

https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=442&period=cal_2021&area=E54000024&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=176&period=cal_2020&area=E06000032&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=176&period=cal_2020&area=E06000055&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
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The total resident population of Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes in 2020 was 952,514. By
2039 the population in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes is projected to be 1,160,536. The
unitary with the largest population is Central Bedfordshire, representing 30.88% of the total
population of all unitaries in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes.

Ge o graph i cal area, land only mea sure- 
ments - hectares

To tal pop- 
u la tion

To tal fe male
pop u la tion

To tal male
pop u la tion

2021 2020 2020 2020

Hectares Peo ple Peo ple Peo ple

Bed ford Bor- 
ough

47,640.82 174,687 88,763 85,924

Cen tral Bed-
ford shire

71,566.57 294,096 149,217 144,879

Lu ton 4,335.25 213,528 104,614 108,914

Mil ton Keynes 30,862.67 270,203 136,648 133,555

Age

This table gives a broad age breakdown by unitary in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes.
Luton unitary has the highest proportion of the population who are in the 0-15 age group, which
represents 27.75% of the total population within the unitary.

Bedford Borough unitary has the highest number of people aged 65 and over representing
28.62% of the total population of the Unitary.

Pop u la tion aged 0-
15

Pop u la tion aged 16-
64

Pop u la tion aged 65 and over
(count)

2020 2020 2020

Peo ple Peo ple Peo ple

Bed ford Bor ough 36,912 106,353 31,422

Cen tral Bed ford- 
shire

58,799 182,665 52,632

Lu ton 52,731 133,825 26,972

Mil ton Keynes 62,759 168,427 39,017

https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=3281&period=cal_2020&area=E54000024&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=9924&period=cal_2039&area=E54000024&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
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This map shows numbers of households with dependent children for all Unitaries in Bedfordshire,
Luton and Milton Keynes. 

Milton Keynes is the unitary with the highest number of households (34,475) with dependent
children in the integrated care system and Bedford Borough is the unitary with the lowest
number of households with dependent children (20,128).

Ethnicity

This table shows the ethnic mix of each unitary in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes. Luton
unitary has the highest number of Asian / Asian British residents in the unitary. 

Luton unitary has the highest number of Black / African / Caribbean /Black British residents in
Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes.

https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=2106&period=cen_2011&area=E06000042&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=2106&period=cen_2011&area=E06000055&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
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Res i dents
who are

White

Res i dents who are
Mixed/ mul ti ple eth-

nic groups

Res i dents who
are Asian/ 

Asian British

Res i dents who are
Black/ African/ 

Caribbean/ Black British

Res i dents who
are Other eth- 

nic group

2011 2011 2011 2011 2011

Peo ple Peo ple Peo ple Peo ple Peo ple

Res i dents
who are

White

Res i dents who are
Mixed/ mul ti ple eth-

nic groups

Res i dents who
are Asian/ 

Asian British

Res i dents who are
Black/ African/ 

Caribbean/ Black British

Res i dents who
are Other eth- 

nic group

2011 2011 2011 2011 2011

Peo ple Peo ple Peo ple Peo ple Peo ple

Bed ford
Bor- 
ough

126,846 5,386 17,932 6,202 1,113

Cen tral
Bed- 
ford- 
shire

238,722 4,789 6,402 3,614 854

Lu ton 111,079 8,281 60,952 19,909 2,980

Mil ton
Keynes

199,094 8,235 22,782 17,131 1,579
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Housing

In 2011 there were 387,700 households in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes and this chart
shows the households of each unitary in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes broken down by
tenure. Milton Keynes unitary has 10,801 households rented from the council, which is the
highest number for any unitary in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes. 

Bedford Borough unitary has 9,097 households of other types of social renting, which is the
highest number for any unitary in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes.

NOTE: If the integrated care system you are reporting on has more than 30 unitaries the chart will
show the 30 with the highest total number of households.

https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=1803&period=cen_2021&area=E54000024&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=1907&period=cen_2011&area=E06000042&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=1909&period=cen_2011&area=E06000055&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
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Employment

The Overall employment rate (aged 16-64) in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes was no value
in no value compared to 75.1% in England and no value in United Kingdom. 

Luton unitary has the highest percentage of residents in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes
who are claiming unemployment benefit. .

The bar chart below shows the percentage claiming unemployment benefit for each unitary in
Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes against the average for the integrated care system.

NOTE: If the integrated care system contains more than 30 unitaries the report will show the 30
with the highest percentage of claimants aged 16+.

https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=49&period=rcq_Q4_2021&area=E92000001&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
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Education

The 2011 Census recorded the educational achievement of residents; this chart shows the
proportion of residents split by each unitary reporting to have no qualifications.

Luton unitary has the highest percentage of residents in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes
who have no qualifications (23.62%) compared to 20.15% for Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton
Keynes as a whole.

NOTE: If the integrated care system in your report has more than 30 unitaries the chart will show
the first 30 in alphabetical order of name.

https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=2008&period=cen_2011&area=E06000032&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=2008&period=cen_2011&area=E54000024&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
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Health

This chart shows the general health of residents by each unitary in Bedfordshire, Luton and
Milton Keynes, as self-reported in the last Census. Luton unitary has the highest percentage of
residents in Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes who report they are in very bad health (1.2%).

NOTE: If the integrated care system of your report contains more than 30 unitaries the chart will
show the 30 with the largest overall population.

https://derivation.esd.org.uk/?metricType=1971&period=cen_2011&area=E06000032&outputType=both&organisationID=&withArea=&withPeriod=&methodType=none
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The map shows the % of measured children in year 6 classified as obese for each MSOA in
Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes Integrated Care System for the 2017/18-19/20 (academic)
year.
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NOTE: If the integrated care system contains more than 30 unitaries the report will show the 30
with the highest percentage obese children in year 6

Further information

This is a sample report which provides a selection of information about unitaries within your
integrated care system. To get more information and create charts, tables and maps for your own
reports, you could consider subscribing to LG Inform Plus. See
http://about.esd.org.uk/subscription-benefits or contact the LG Inform Plus team at
lginformplus@local.gov.uk with any queries. Subscriptions go towards supporting the
sustainability of the local government information standards and LG Inform Plus tools for the
benefit of the whole sector.

References

This report was generated using data from:

Nomis; Annual Population Survey
Nomis; Claimant count by sex and age
Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (OHID); Child obesity and excess weight: small area
level data
Office for National Statistics; Census
Office for National Statistics; Mid-year estimates
Office for National Statistics; Population projections: 2014-based projections
Office for National Statistics; UK Standard Area Measurements (SAM)

http://about.esd.org.uk/subscription-benefits
mailto:lginformplus@local.gov.uk
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/Default.asp
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/national-child-measurement-programme
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/bulletins/subnationalpopulationprojectionsforengland/2014basedprojections
https://geoportal.statistics.gov.uk/search?collection=Dataset&sort=name&tags=all(PRD_SAM)

